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THE TRAIL OF THE MEAT

ur story begins on the silent, frozen landscape of 9,:(,3
the Northland Wild in Canada around 1890.
., The land itself is desolate. It is lifeless and cold.
" In a still dark forest two men are mushing a team of sled
dogs’. They are pulling a coffin.
The two men, Bill and Henry, struggle against the cold.
They drive their sled dogs onward through the snow as the
5§un|ight fades. They hear a howl. It tells them there is the | .
. pack of wolves trailing them. '
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CESTA ZA MASOM

as pribeh sa zacina v tichej, zamrznutej krajine seveg—,ﬁ,, ¢
skej divociny v Kanade okolo roku 1890. /‘ A
Samotny kraj je pusty, bez Zivota a chladny. V ti-
chom a tmavom lese idu dvaja muzi so psim zaprahom. Ta-
haju rakvu.
Dvaja muzi, Bill a Henry, bojuju s chladom. Zenu svojich /
psov snehom vpred, zatial ¢o slabne denné svetlo. Pocuju za- /.,
v vytie, ktoré im prezradi, Ze ich stopuje vl¢ia svorka. "




“They're after us, Bill'” says the man at a front.

“Meat is rare around here,” says Bill in response.

It's getting dark. The men stop to make camp for the
. night. Bill goes to feed their dogs.

.. "How many dogs do we have, Henry?”

“Six”

“Well, Henry...” Bill stops for a moment. “l took six fish out. /-
of the bag. | gave one fish to each dog and | was one fish
short. | am sure there were seven dogs instead of six.”

“You are just seeing things,” says Henry.

“I think | saw a wolf with a fish,” answers Bill.

Over dinner, Bill and Henry discuss the body in the coffin.
The men and their dogs grow anxious as the night darkens.

The wolves”howls intensify, and their eyes gleam in the dark.
\\\\\ The dogs walk nervously around the fire. Bill wishes he had
\“{ more than three bullets left in his gun.
Bill and Henry go to sleep, but Bill is restless. He keeps
2 thinking about the wolf that stole the fish. Why didn't the
dogs attack it? In the middle of the night, he counts seven
dogs again. But in the morning, Bill counts only five of them.

“Fatty is missing!” says Bill.

“You are right, Bill," says Henry. “Fatty isn't here.”

They assume the wolves killed the dog.
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,Bill, idu po nas!” povie muz vpredu.

»Maso je tu vzacne,” odpovie Bill.

Stmieva sa. Muzi zastavia, aby sa na noc utaborili. Bill ide
nakimit psov.

.Kolko psov mame, Henry?”

JSest”

“~~ .No, Henry...” Bill sa na chvilu odml¢i. ,Vybral som z taSky"

Sest ryb. Dal som kazdému psovi jednu rybu a jedna mi chyba-
la. Som si isty, ze som nakfmil sedem psov namiesto Siestich.”

,T0 sa ti len zda,” povie Henry.

»Myslim, Zze som videl vlka s rybou,” odpovie Bill.

Pri veceri sa Bill a Henry rozpravaju o tele v rakve. Ne-
pokoj muzov i psov rastie spolu s tmavnuicou nocou. Vytie
vlkov sa stupnuje a v tme sa blystia ich oci. Psi nervézne po-
choduju okolo ohna. Bill si Zeld, aby mal do zbrane viac ako
tri naboje.

Bill a Henry idu spat, ale Bill je znepokojeny. Stéle mysli
na vlka, ktory ukradol rybu. Pre¢o na neho psi nezautocili?
Uprostred noci znovu nardta sedem psov, ale rano ich Bill na-
pocita len pat.

JTIstoch je prec!” vyhlasi Bill.
»Mas pravdu, Bill,” povie Henry.,TIstoch tu nie je!”

Predpokladaju, ze psa zabili vici.
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THE SHE-WOLF

ill and Henry travel the whole of the next day. Again,

they make camp in the evening.The hungry wolves are

t‘-e

The next morning Bill and Henry discover that Frog, the

howling around them. The men are feeling nervous. .

strongest and the smartest of the dogs, is missing. They as-
~ sume the wolves ate him. The next night, they tie each dog
' \to a stick in the ground so they can't wander off.

Later on, the dogs begin whining. In the firelight the men
see a female wolf, which they start calling a she-wolf. Henry
realizes this is the cause of their dogs' disappearance.

The she-wolf seems tame” but wary of men. Her behaviour
is very similar to the behaviour of a dog. Bill and Henry start
thinking.

“She runs with the wolves, but | think she also ate from
the hand of man,” says Henry. Bill nods off to sleep.

The next morning there's no sign of Spanker, another
~ of their dogs. The only thing they find is a stick a couple
of hundred yards away.

The men travel through the day. They notice the she-
wolf trails them. They are becoming more anxious.
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VLCICA

ill a Henry su na ceste cely dal3i def. Znovu sa vecer. . 4
71 /k

utdboria. Hladni vici vyju okolo nich. Muzi su ner-

[

A

vozni. >

Nasledujuce rano Bill s Henrym zistia, Zze chyba Skokan,
najsilnejsi a najmudrejsi zo psov. Predpokladaju, ze ho zjedli

vici. V td noc kazdého psa priviazu k tyci, aby sa nemohli za-
tulat.
Neskor zacnu psi knucat. Vo svetle ohfia muzi zbadaju sa-

/4

_micu vlka, ktord za¢nu volat vi¢ica. Henry si uvedomi, ze ona

stoji za zmiznutim ich psov.

VI¢ica sa zda krotka, ale ostrazita voci muzom. Jej sprava-

nie sa velmi podobd spravaniu psa. Bill a Henry zacnu pre-

myslat.

»Behd s vlkmi, ale myslim si, ze tiez jedla z ludskej ruky,”

povie Henry. Bill zaspi.

Rano niet ani stopy po Spankerovi, dalsom z ich psov. Je-

dind vec, ktoru najdu, je ty¢, ktora je niekolko stoviek yardov
daleko.
Muzi su cez deri na ceste. VSimnu si, Ze ich vicica stopuje.

Ich Uzkost rastie.




That evening, the she-wolf comes to the campsite. Bill
‘and Henry observe the animal that already killed half of their
dogs. It has an unusual reddish* colouring to its coat. The
she-wolf stares at them hungrily. Bill tries to shoot the she-

\ \ ,\\‘\;%wolf, but she jumps aside before he can even aim.

© * Reddish - cervenkasté; ak viak ide o vlasy alebo chlpy znamena
el -

e




V ten vecer vlcica pride do tdbora. Bill a Henry pozoru-
_ju zviera, ktoré uz zabilo polovicu ich psej svorky. Ma neob~
vyklé ry3avé sfarbenie srsti. VI¢ica na nich hladne zazera. Bill
sa pokusi vicicu zastrelit, ale t4 uskoci na stranu skor, nez vo-

N

% .. becstihne zamierit. Py
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S tromi psami, ktori im ostali, sa Bill a Henry ¢oskoro uta-
~ boria a psov priviazu. Vici su kazdu noc trufalejsi. Pri hladani
 koristi prichadzaju bliZsie a bliZ3ie k taborisku. Muzi sa za¢nu
obavat, ako dlho bude ich tim schopny pokracovat. :






