IN THE NAME OF REVENGE

Revenge Will Soothe My Sorrow

“Well, Mr. Winter, here’s the result of the police investigation. The final report says that the other
people’s fault hasn't been proved. Everything was merely an unlucky coincidence. As a consequen-
ce of this finding, your case has been put over,” said the police inspector.

The inspector’s strict statement kept running around in Henry’s head and it didn’t leave him in
peace even at night. Every particle of his being fought against accepting the fact that his life had
simply been destroyed by a misfortune.’l'll never come to terms with the conclusion of the police
investigation. | can't just live with it. Coincidence. How gently this word sounds. As if it concerned
something common, something absolutely unimportant. Purely by chance my wife and my unborn
son have died. Only by coincidence my life has got one and only one point all of a sudden. To pre-
pare the same coincidence for someone who's responsible for their death, he thought excitedly.

Suddenly painful memories started whirling around in his head. He recalled the moment when
Hannah had told him she was expecting a baby. It had been just a few weeks before finishing
their house. Both of them were looking forward to moving into a new home and enjoying the
country peace and contentment. “You'll only be lazing in the shade of the sweet-smelling lime
tree in the garden and observing our baby growing slowly inside you,” Henry told his wife with
a smile on his face. What a sweet image it was! They were both in love so much and looked at life
through rose-tinted spectacles. The memories of the flitting itself and the first days spent in their
new home were rather indistinct in Henry’s mind. He didn’t remember exactly what had been
going on a few days before the unlucky coincidence. There were just slivers of memories left in
his tortured mind. There was Hannah dust stained and boxes full of baby clothes in the nursery.
The scent of Hannah's shampoo wafting in the bathroom towards the evening. The heat which
emanated from the red-hot fireplace.

‘The fireplace, yes, it was the cause of our first row, remembered Henry. Hannah wanted an open
hearth.”Id like to feel the flames at close range,’ she said. But he wanted the flames harnessed behind
glass. He tried to persuade her that it would be much cleaner and safer and romantic enough, but
in vain. She stuck to her opinion and so in the end he gave way to her wish. He'd never been able to
put up resistance to her very long. He loved her so much. She was his complete world. He'd always
done everything as she wanted and for the sake of her beautiful smile. Therefore he decided to ob-
lige her again. He managed to find a reliable firm and had the fireplace installed, exactly according
to her desire. When they moved into the new house, the fireplace had already been on its place.
Hannah was entirely enchanted by the magic of the flames and she made a fire every evening. Then
she was always falling asleep contentedly buried in pillows nearby the fire while Henry was sitting
in an armchair watching over her happy sleep.

One evening, however, Henry had to stay in his office longer than usual. He took part in an im-
portant meeting and couldn't arrange to be free. Although he longed for being with his wife as soon
as possible, he stayed with his business partners in a restaurant well after midnight.

When he was coming then to his house late at night, he felt strangely uneasy. His anxiety even
increased when he was driving past a fire engine on a narrow road not far from their house. He was
completely knocked out by his foreboding. 'Heaven forbid that something bad has happened to Han-
nah. For Heaven's sake, | hope it won't be anything serious, he begged in spirit. Suddenly he caught
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JTak tedy, pane Wintre, poslechnéte si vysledek policejniho vysetfovani. Zavérecna zprava fika, ze
cizi zavinéni nebylo prokazéno. Viechno byla pouze nestastna ndhoda. V dusledku tohoto zjisténi
byl vés pfipad odlozen,” fekl policejni inspektor.

Inspektorovo strohé prohldseni neustéle znélo Jindfichovi v hlavé a nedopiéalo mu klid ani
v noci. Celou svou bytosti se branil pfijmout skute¢nost, Ze jeho Zivot jednoduse znicila nestast-
néa ndhoda.,Nikdy se nevyrovnam se zavérem policejniho Setfeni. Prosté se s nim nemazu smifit.
Nahoda. Jak lehce to slovo zni. Jakoby $lo o néco obycejného, néco naprosto bezvyznamného.
Cirou ndhodou zemteli moje Zena a mdj nenarozeny syn. Jenom ndhodou mdj Zivot z&istajasna
dostal jeden jediny smysl. Pfichystat stejnou nahodu pro toho, kdo je zodpovédny za jejich smrt,
uvazoval vzrusené.

Nahle mu hlavou zacaly vifit bolestné vzpominky. Vybavil si chvili, kdy mu Hana oznamila, ze
Ceka dité. Bylo to zrovna nékolik tydnd pred dokoncenim jejich domu. Oba se tésili, aZ se presté-
huji do nového domova a budou si uzivat klidu a pohody venkova.,Budes jenom lenosit ve sti-
nu vonavé lipy na zahradé a sledovat, jak v tobé pomalu roste nase dité,” fikal Jindfich manzelce
s Usmévem na rtech. Jaka to byla sladka predstava! Byli oba tak zamilovani a divali se na svét rd-
zovymi brylemi. Vzpominky na samotné stéhovani a prvni dny stravené v jejich novém domoveé
byly v Jindfichové mysli ponékud matné. Nepamatoval si pfesné, co se délo nékolik dnli pfed
nestastnou ndhodou. V jeho utyrané mysli zbyly jen stfipky vzpominek. Byla tam Hana uspinéna
od prachu a krabice pIné détského obleceni v détském pokoji. Viné Hanina Sampdnu, ktera se
k veceru linula v koupelné. Teplo, které vyzarovalo z rozpéaleného krbu.

;Ten krb, ano, ten byl pfi¢inou nasi prvni hadky, vzpominal Jindfich. Hana chtéla oteviené oh-
nisté.,,Chtéla bych citit plameny zblizka,” fikala. Ale on chtél plameny spoutané za sklem. Snazil
se ji pfesvédcit, Ze by to bylo mnohem ¢istsi a bezpecnéjsi a dost romantické, ale marné. Trvala na
svém, a tak nakonec podlehl jejimu prani. Nikdy ji nedokazal dlouho odporovat. Tak moc ji miloval.
Byla pro ného vsim. Vzdycky délal viechno, jak chtéla a pro jeji krasny Gsmév. Proto se rozhodl ji
znovu vyhovét. Podafilo se mu najit spolehlivou firmu a dal nainstalovat krb presné podle jejiho
pfani. Kdyz se nastéhovali do nového domu, krb uz byl na svém misté. Hana byla naprosto ocaro-
vana kouzlem plament a rozdélavala oheri kazdy vecer. Potom vzdy spokojené usinala zabofena
do polstail blizko ohné, zatimco Jindfich sedél v kiesle a hlidal jeji spokojeny spanek.

Jednou vecer viak musel JindFich ziistat v kancelafi déle nez obvykle. U¢astnil se jedné dfile-
Zité schizky a nemohl se uvolnit. Pfestoze touzil byt se svou Zenou co nejdfive, zUstal se svymi
obchodnimi partnery v restauraci dlouho pres ptinoc.

jesté vzrostla, kdyz mijel na Gzké cesté nedaleko jejich domu hasi¢sky viz. Neblahé tuseni mu
Uplné vzalo dech.,Boze chran, aby se Hané stalo néco zlého. Pro viechno na svété, at to neni
nic vézného, prosil v duchu upénlivé. Najednou ucitil zdvan koufe. Sdhl nervézné po mobilnim
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a whiff of smoke. He grabbed for his mobile phone nervously but then he put it down again. It was
flat. Actually, he'd found it out a few hours ago when he'd been sitting in the restaurant. He'd wanted
to call Hannah that he would stay there a little longer. Henry stepped on the accelerator restlessly.
Then all of a sudden the whole tragic scene turned up in front of him. A commotion outside their
house, charred windows and doors, the policemen, flashing beacons and a black hearse. Two men
had just walked out of the house. Henry made out what they were carrying. He leant against his car
and vomited out his luxury dinner.No, this can’t be true. The coffin they are carrying, he thought
with horror and started running towards the hearse. One of the policemen blocked his way. Henry
kept staring dumbly at the coffin which the men were putting into the hearse. As if from a distance
and only with difficulty he perceived the words which someone was saying to him.“I'm very sorry
about it but your wife is dead. The fire destroyed the whole ground floor and it spread up to the
bedroom. She didn’t have chance to escape. Most likely she fainted and had died before the flames
reached her. There’s a strong possibility that the fire spread from the open fireplace”

During the next few weeks Henry was bereft of speech. He didn't feel like talking to anybody.
When he'd got over it a little finally, his first idea was to go to the police headquarters. He wanted
to have the disaster investigated soundly so that the culprit who'd caused the death of his love
would be punished.

Now that he'd known the police verdict, Henry kept repeating it from morning till night.’Coin-
cidence, it was only an unlucky coincidence, the inspector’s words sounded in his head. In spirit
he started to visualize the whole unhappy event as it had probably happened.’Hannah went to
sleep and she let the fire go out. Some embers jumped out of the hearth and fell on the pillows
around the fireplace. The varnished wooden floor started burning very quickly. No coincidence.
The firm that installed the fireplace is to blame for it. The police are not going to do anything, so
it's | who must obtain justice, decided Henry. He rose immediately and went to the safe. He took
his gun for which he had a licence out of it. He'd got himself the gun shortly before their moving
into their new house so that he could protect Hannah.

When Henry arrived at the firm, he felt as if he were dreaming. He was unflappable when he
entered the shop.“My name’s Winter, Henry Winter,” he said to a shop assistant. “Can | speak to
your boss?” he asked. The shop assistant recognized their customer and he obliged him. In a few
minutes the manager came in the shop.“Oh, it's you,” he told Henry. Almost at once he recollected
the customer to whom they'd installed an expensive family hearth a few weeks ago. He remembe-
red he'd recommended a different model with a fireplace inset to that client but he'd wished the
open hearth. He'd warned him that it could be rather dangerous. Before the manager could ask
any question, Henry had aimed his gun and without saying a word he shot at him. The man sank
to the floor. The shop assistant stayed standing and quite shocked he was staring at the shootist
who'd just liquidated his boss without any explanation. He'd hardly opened his mouth to protest
when Henry pointed the gun at him too. A second shot rang out. The shot was spot on again.

Henry put down his gun. He stayed alone in the shop.’Someone must have heard the gun-
shots. The police are going to arrive any minute, he thought. Then he didn't think of anything any
more. He felt tired so much.
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telefonu, ale pak ho zase polozil. Byl vybity. Zjistil to vlastné uz pred par hodinami, kdyz sedél
v restauraci. Chtél zavolat Hané, Ze se zdrzi trochu déle. Jindfich neklidné seslapl plyn. Pak se
nahle pfed nim objevil cely tragicky vyjev. Rozruch pfed jejich domem, ohoteld okna a dvefe,
policisté, blikajici majacky a ¢erny pohfebni viiz. Dva muzi praveé vysli zdomu. Jindfich poznal,
co nesou. Opfel se o své auto a vyzvracel svou luxusni vecefi.,Ne, to nemUze byt pravda. Ta
rakev, kterou nesou, pomyslel si s hrizou a rozbéhl se k pohfebnimu vozu. Jeden z policistl
mu zastoupil cestu. Jindfich stale némé ziral na rakev, kterou muzi kladli do pohtebniho vozu.
Jakoby z dalky a jen obtizné vnimal slova, kterd mu kdosi fikal.,Je mi to moc lito, ale vase Zena
je mrtva. Ohen znicil celé pfizemi a rozsifil se az do loZznice. Neméla $anci uniknout. Nejspis
omdlela a zemfrela predtim, nez ji zasdhly plameny. Je velmi pravdépodobné, Ze se pozar roz-
Sifil z otevieného krbu”

Béhem piistich nékolika tydn( Jindfich nebyl schopen promluvit. Nemél chut si s nikym povidat.
Kdyz se konec¢né trochu vzpamatoval, jeho prvni myslenka byla jit na policejni komisafstvi. Chtél
dat nestésti dikladné vysetfit, aby vinik, ktery zavinil smrt jeho lasky, byl potrestan.

Nyni, kdyZ uz znal verdikt policie, si ho Jindfich neustdle od rdna do vecera opakoval.,Ndhoda,
byla to jen nedtastna ndhoda, znéla mu v hlavé inspektorova slova. V duchu si zacal predstavovat
celou nestastnou udalost, jak se pravdépodobné stala.,Hana sla spat a nechala ohen dohoret.
Nékolik zhavych uhlikd vyskocilo z ohnisté a spadlo na polstare kolem krbu. Nalakovana dievéna
podlaha zacala velmi rychle hotet. Zédna nahoda. Firma, kterd instalovala krb, na tom nese vinu.
Policie nic neudéld, takze jsem to ja, kdo musi zjednat spravedInost, rozhodl Jindfich. Ihned se
zved| a Sel k trezoru. Vyndal z ného svou legalné drzenou pistoli. Pofidil si tu zbran kratce predtim,
nez se prestéhovali do jejich nového domu, aby mohl chranit Hanu.

Kdyz Jindfich dorazil do firmy, citil se jako ve snu. Byl ledové klidny, kdyz vesel do prodejny.
+Jmenuji se Winter, Jindfich Winter,” fekl prodavaci.,M{zu mluvit s vasim $éfem?” zeptal se. Pro-
davac poznal jejich zdkaznika a vyhovél mu. Za nékolik minut vstoupil do prodejny feditel firmy.
+Ach, to jste vy, fekl Jindfichovi. Témér okamzité si vybavil zakaznika, kterému pred nékolika tydny
instalovali drahy doméci krb. Vzpomnél si, Ze doporucoval tomuto klientovi jiny model s krbovou
vlozkou, ale on si pral oteviené ohnisté. Varoval ho, ze to mlize byt dost nebezpecné. Nez se fe-
ditel mohl na cokoli zeptat, Jindfich zacilil svou zbrarn a ml¢ky na ného vystfelil. Muz se zhroutil
k zemi. Prodavac zUstal stat a naprosto v Soku ziral na stielce, ktery pravé bez jakéhokoli vysvétleni
zlikvidoval jeho $éfa. Stézi otevrel Usta, aby protestoval, kdyz Jindfich namifil pistoli také na ného.
Treskl jesté druhy vystiel. Rana byla opét presna.

Jindfich sklopil svou zbran. Zlstal v prodejné sam.,Nékdo urcité slysel vystiely. Policie ptijede
kazdou minutu, blesklo mu hlavou. Potom uz na nic nemyslel. Citil se tak moc unaveny.
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Points for understanding:
1. To prepare the same coincidence for someone who's responsible for their death, he
thought excitedly.
What did Henry actually mean by the words ‘to prepare the same coincidence’?

2. Did Hannah tell Henry that she was pregnant before or after their moving to their new
house?

3. What did their first quarrel concern?
4. Therefore he decided to oblige her again.
How do you understand this sentence? What did Henry actually decide to do?
. Why didn't Henry call Hannah from the restaurant?
. Why was Henry frightened when he was coming to his house late at night?
. What could Henry see outside their house?
. Why wasn't Henry able to accept the police verdict?
. Whom did Henry blame for his disaster?

O OV 0 N O wun

. What did Henry finally do to take his revenge and to soothe his sorrow?

Grammar:

The phrase for sb’s sake(= for the sake of sb) and for the sake of sth
Vazba kviili komu a kviili cemu

Look at these examples:

He'd always done everything as she wanted and for the sake of her beautiful smile.

‘For Heaven'’s sake, | hope it won't be anything serious, he begged in spirit.

The phrase get/have something done
Vazba ddt (si) néco udélat

Look at these examples:

He managed to find a reliable firm and had the fireplace installed, exactly according to her desire.

He wanted to have the disaster investigated soundly.

So that can be used for purposes in negative sentences, with can, could, and in sentences with
different subjects. After so that we can use the present simple, will, shall, can, or may (after the
past simple we use would, could, should, might).
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So that mUzeme pouzivat pro vyjadieni Gcelu v zapornych vétach, se slovesy can, could
a v souvétich s odlisSnymi podméty. Po spojce so that mGzeme pouzit pfitomny cas, will, shall, can
¢i may (po slovese v ¢ase minulém uzivame tvary would, could, should, might).

Look at these examples:

He wanted to have the disaster investigated soundly so that the culprit who'd caused the death
of his love would be punished.

He'd got himself the gun shortly before their moving into their house so that he could protect
Hannah.

We use hope + will (won’t) to express future wishes.
Budouci prdni vyjadiujeme slovesem hope + budoucim ¢asem will (won't).
Example: | hope you'll be happy together.

Kéz jste spolu Stastni.

At jste spolu Stastni.

Look at this example:

‘For Heaven's sake, | hope it won't be anything serious, he begged in spirit.

Indefinite article before ordinal numeral in the meaning another.

Neurcity clen pred Fadovou éislovkou ve vyznamu dalsi, jesté druhy.

Look at this example:

A second shot rang out.
HER

The phrase recommend something to somebody
Vazba doporucit néco nékomu
Example: Can you recommend a good restaurant to us?

Muzete ndm doporucit néjakou dobrou restauraci?

Look at this example:

He remembered he'd recommended a different model with a fireplace inset to that client.
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“Enough” is used before nouns, but after adjectives.

»Enough” (dost) je ve vété pred podstatnymi jmény, ale za pfidavnymi jmény.

Examples: Have you got enough money?
Mate dost penéz?
He’s not clever enough to answer my question.
Neni dost chytry, aby odpovédél na mou otazku.
Look at this example:

He tried to persuade her that it would be much cleaner and safer and romantic enough, but in vain.

Remember these phrasal verbs from the story:

be bereft of speech nebyt schopen promluvit

be to blame for sth zavinit co

be spot on byt presny

emanate from vychazet, vyzarovat z

fall asleep usnout

feel like doing sth mit chut néco délat, chtit co

fight against sth bojovat proti ¢emu

give way to sth ustoupit pfed ¢im,
podlehnout ¢emu

go on dit se, konat se

go out vyhasnout (oheri)

knock sb out vzit komu dech

live with sth smifit se s ¢im

long for touzit po

look forward to tésit se na

Exercises:

make out rozeznat, poznat

move into prestéhovat se do

obtain justice zjednat spravedinost

put sth down polozit, odloZit co

put sth over odlozit co na pozdéjsi dobu
put up resistance to sb odporovat komu
run around in one’s head znit komu v hlavé
shoot at sb vystrelit na koho

sink to the floor zhroutit se

stick to one’s opinion trvat na svém (nazoru)
take part in sth Gcastnit se ¢eho

turn up objevit se

vomit out vyzvracet

watch over sth dohliZet na co, hlidat co

9.1 Complete the sentences using the appropriate forms of the verbs

in brackets.

Example:
1. “I don't quite understand the grammar.”
“Why don’t you it

108

The walls are rather dirty. You should have the room decorated. (decorate)

?" (explain)



. "Where are you now, Eve?”

“I'm sitting at the hairdresser’s. I'm just my hair " (cut)

. “It's Jack’s birthday on Saturday, isn't it?”

“Oh, you're right. And | haven't ................ the birthday cake................. yet” (make)

. “The text of the English letter is rather difficult for me to understand.”

“You could it " (translate)

. “I'fell off a ladder the day before yesterday and | hurt my knee. It’s still swollen.”

“I think you should have ................ the knee...............! "(X-ray)

9.2 Make one sentence from two using so that.

Example: I'll leave the letter on the table. You can read it.

I'll leave the letter on the table so that you can read it.

. I closed the window. My wife didn't catch a cold.

| closed the window so that

. I'll make the refreshments myself. You can talk to your guest.

I'll make the refreshments myself so that

. I can lend you the textbook. You don’t have to buy it.

I can lend you the textbook so that

. 1 got home before six o'clock. | could watch my favourite TV serial.

| got home before six o'clock so that

. I must hurry. | don’t want to be late.

I must hurry so that

. Helen stopped buying sausages. She wanted to eat healthy food.

Helen stopped buying sausages so that

9.3 Translate these sentences from Czech into English.

—_
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. Pomuzu ti jen kvuli nasemu pratelstvi.

. Udélam to kvali svym détem.

. Kéz jsou spolu stastni!

. Mohu si vzit jesté druhy zakusek?

. Existuje dokonce jesté tfeti moznost.

. Ktery hotel byste nam doporucil?

. Doporucuji vdm hotel Evropa, ktery je uprostfed namésti.
. Mate s sebou dost penéz?

. Nejsem v tomto ohledu dost zkuseny, abych vdm mohl radit.
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9.4 Match the phrasal verbs to the correct definitions below.

. be bereft of speech
. be spoton

. fall asleep

. give way to

. live with

. long for

. put over

> Q 4 ® O Nn T w

. put up resistance to

. take partin

. relent

. desire

. participate in

. be unable to start speaking
. start sleeping

. come to terms with

. resist

. postpone

W 00 N OO0 L1 A W N =

. be accurate
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Suddenly she didn’t know what to do. Quite confused, she ran out of her flat and began screaming.
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