Libuse and Premysl

Princess Libuse had inherited her father’s ability to judge fairly the disputes
of people from far and wide. Everyone trusted her shrewdness, and her
judgment was highly respected. Once, two mayors from neighbouring
villages went to Vysehrad to ask Libuse to arbitrate in their dispute about
some land. Their quarrel was fierce and full of hatred, and they had become
so blinded by 1t that they even criticised their ancestors, and, what 1s more,
their personal feud had spread through the whole community. Neither of

them wanted to give 1n at any cost.

The feuding mayors found the princess sitting on a raised throne in the
company of twelve wise men representing the twelve most powerful families
of the Czech lands. In the area in front of the throne were people who
wanted to know the results of each legal dispute or to contribute through
their testimony to the correct explanation of the circumstances of the cases
under consideration. The younger of the disputing men began to explain

to the princess that the older man wanted to seize his field unlawfully. The
elder of the two, a gloomy bearded man, jumped 1n. He demanded that
the field go to him, and he did not care that his request could harm his

neighbour.

Libuse listened to both of them, weighed up all the circumstances and
communicated her opinion to the leader of the twelve wise patriarchs.
The princess’s council of men assessed it and accepted her judgment. The
princess then announced her decision publicly: the land belonged to the

younger man, and the older one was not justified 1n trying to take it.
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Libuse a Premysl

Knézna Libuse zdédila po svém otci schopnost spravedlivé rozsoudit
rozepre lidi z Sirokého okoli. Vsichni davérovali Libusinu davtipu

a jeji usudek mel velkou vahu. Jednou se na Vysehrad vypravili dva
starostové sousedicich vesnic a zadali Libusi, aby rozsoudila jejich
pr1 o polnosti. Jejich hadka byla prudka a velmi nenavistna, ve své
zaslepenost1 dokonce hanéli své predky, a navic se jejich osobni

svar rozsiril na celé rody. Ani jeden z nich nechtél za zadnou cenu

ustoupit.

Znesvareni starostové zastihli knéznu sedici na vyvysSeném stolci
ve spolecnosti dvanacti moudrych muzt zastupujicich dvanact
nejmocné)sich roda ¢eské zemé. Na prostranstvi pred stolcem se
sesh lidé, kteri se chtéh dozvédét vysledky jednotlivych soudnich
pri anebo prispét svédectvim ke spravnému objasnéni okolnosti
posuzovanych pripadt. Mladsi z rozhadanych muzt zacal knézné
vysvétlovat, ze starsi chce protipravné zabrat jeho polnosti. Starsi

z dvojice, zachmureny muz s hustym plnovousem, mu skocil do reci.

Z.ostra zadal, aby pole pripadly jemu, a viibec se nezajimal, Ze by

mohl svym pozadavkem uskodit sousedovi.

Libuse oba vyslechla, rozvazila vsechny okolnosti a sdélila sviy
nazor prednimu z dvanacti moudrych kmett. Rada muzt knéznino
rozhodnuti posoudila a priklonila se k jejimu tsudku. Knézna pak
verejnostt oznamila rozhodnuti: polnosti patri mladsimu, starsi je

chce zabrat neopravnéne.
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The princess had not even finished speaking when the mayor who had lost

frowned with rage, struck his stick onto the ground in fury three times, and

said,

“What kind of justice 1s this? How can a woman understand men’s affairs?
We all know that their long hair means they are short on sense. They know
how to spin and sew, but to judge? Let her sew, but not judge. Shame on us

»

mein.

His eyes shone forebodingly, he beat his head with his fist, and during his
passionate speech his thick beard became covered with saliva. He continued

angrily,
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Knézna jesté ani nedorekla a starosta, ktery prohral, vztekem

zbrunatnél, trikrat zurivé uderil holi do zemé a spustil:

,Co to je za spravedlnost? Copak se mutize zenska vyznat v muzskych
zalezitostech? Vsak to zname - dlouhé vlasy, kratky rozum. Prist
umi, Sit taky, ale soudit? At Sye, prede, ale nesoudi. Hanba nam

muzum.“

V oc¢ich mu zlovéstné blyskalo, pésti se tloukl do hlavy a pr1
své vasnivé tec1 si slinami potrisnil svoje husté vousy. A zlostné

pokracoval:
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