Tiktok and the Nome King

The Nome King was very angry. He had bitten his tongue at
breakfast and it still hurt; so he roared and stamped around in his
underground palace.

On this unfortunate day Tiktok, the Clockwork Man, visited the
Nome King to ask a favor. Tiktok lived in the Land of Oz, and
although he was an active and important person, he was made
completely of metal. He had machinery inside, like a clock, which
made him move". Different machinery made him talk, and different
machinery made him think.

But Tiktok was not perfect. Three different keys wound up his
motion machinery, his speech works, and his thoughts. If any of
these keys broke, Tiktok would either not be able to move, think or
speak. Also some of his parts were getting old; he thought he should
get them repaired because he was not able to think quickly anymore.

“Be careful what you say to the Nome King,” warned the
Wizard. “He has a bad temper and gets angry very easily.”

30



Tiktak a kral Nomu

Kral Nomt se moc zlobil. U snidan¢ se nechténé kousl do jazyka
a potad ho to jeste bolelo, a tak fval a dusal po svém podzemnim
palacisematam.

Toho nestastného dne navstivil krdle Nom Mechanicky
Panacek Tikt'ak, aby jej pozadal o laskavost. Tikt'ak zil v zemi Oz
aackoliv byl vdzen4 a ¢inorodd osoba, byl cely udélany z kovu. M¢l
uvnitf stroj, néco jako hodinky, ktery umoznoval, ze se mohl hybat.
Dalsi strojek mu umoznoval mluvit a jiny ptemyslet.

Ale Tiktak nebyl dokonaly. Tfi rizné klicky natahovaly jeho
strojky pohybu, feci a mysleni. Kdyz se kterykoliv strojek
porouchal, Tiktak se bud’ nemohl hybat, nebo nemyslel nebo ne-
mohl mluvit. Taky uZ byly nékteré jeho soucastky star¢, premyslel,
ze by si je mé¢l nechat opravit, protoze uz mu to moc rychle ne-
myslelo.

,.Dévej si pozor, co krali Nomii feknes,“ varoval jej Carodg;. ,,Je
naladovy a velmi snadno se rozzlobi.*
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Tiktok promised, and the Wizard wound his machinery and set
him walking in the direction of the Nome King’s underground
palace, just across the desert from the Land of Oz. When he reached
the entrance, he saw Kaliko, the Nome King’s Chief Steward.

“I want to see the King,” said Tiktok.

“Well,” said Kaliko, “it may be safe for a cast-iron person like
you to see his Majesty this morning; but I will not enter with you
because the King is very angry right now.”

“I’mnotafraid,” said Tiktok.

“Then walk in,” answered Kaliko, and opened the door of the
King’s cavern.

Tiktok walked in and saw the surprised Nome King, and said:
“Good morning. I want two new steel springs for my thought-works
and a new wheel for my speech-producer. How about it, your
Majesty?”

The Nome King growled an angry growl and his eyes were red
withrage.

“How dare you enter!” he shouted.

“I dare anything,” said Tiktok. “I’m not afraid of a fat Nome.”

This was true, but not a good thing to say to the Nome King. If
Tiktok’s thoughts had been in working, he would have said
something else. The angry Nome King quickly picked up a small
marble statue and threw it at Tiktok. It hit the metal man so hard that
all of his parts fell off and landed on the floor.

Tiktok was now a pile of metal springs, wheels and bolts. The
Nome King was amazed that he had caused Tiktok to completely
fall apart.

Then he remembered Princess Ozma of Oz was friends with
Tiktok and would be very angry if she heard what the Nome King
had done to him.

“Too bad! Too bad!” he said sadly to himself. “I’m really sorry.
I didn’tknow he would break.”
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Tikt'ak to slibil a Carodéj natahl jeho strojky a nasméroval ho
k podzemnimu palaci krale Nomd, ktery je hned za pousti za zemi
Oz. Kdyz dosel ke vchodu, uvidél Kalika, hlavniho spravce krale
Nomii.

,,Chcinavstivit krale,* fekl Tikt'ak.

,»INO, vlastné, pro osobu celou z kovu jako jsi ty, by mohlo byt
bezpecné dnes rano Velicenstvo navstivit,” fekl Kaliko. ,,Ale ja
s tebou dovnitt nepijdu, protoze zrovna ted’ se kral velmi zlobi.*

»Nebojim se,“ fekl Tikt'ak.

»Potom vejdi,” odvétil Kaliko a oteviel dvefe kralovskych
podzemnich komnat.

Tikt'ak vesel a uvidél prekvapeného krale Nomi a fekl: ,,Dobré
rano, chci dvé nova ocelova pérka do svého strojku mysleni a nové
kolecko pro své mluvitko. Co vy nato, velicenstvo?

Kral Nomt rozzutené zavréel a o¢i mél rudé vzteky.

,Jak se opovazujes vstoupit!“ zatval.

»Opovazim se ¢ehokoliv, fekl Tiktak. ,,Nebojim se n&jakého
tlustého Noma.*

To byla pravda, ale ne ta nejlepsi véc, jakou krali Nomd fict.
Kdyby Tiktakovy myslenky nebyly porouchané, byl by fekl néco
jiného. Rozzlobeny kral Nomt hned zdvihnul malou mramorovou
sosku a hodil ji po Tiktakovi. Zasahla kovového muze tak silng, ze
se rozpadl na kousky a ty se rozsypaly po podlaze.

Z Tiktaka ted’ byla hromada kovovych pruzinek, kolecek
a Sroubku. Krale Nomt ptekvapilo, ze zpiisobil, ze se Tikt'ak uplné
rozpadl.

Pak si vzpomnél, Ze princezna Ozma se s Tiktakem prateli
a byla by velmi rozzlobend, kdyby se doslechla, co mu kral Nomt
udélal.

»lojezlé, tojezlé!“fekl sismutné. ,,Nevedél jsem, Ze se rozbije.
Je mito opravdu lito.*
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“You’d better be,” said Kaliko, who was walking into the room.
“You’ll have a war when Ozma hears of this, and you will lose your
throne and your kingdom.”

The Nome King became scared, for he loved to rule the Nomes
and would not know what to do if Ozma did not allow him to rule
any longer.

“Do—do you think Ozma will be angry?”” he asked anxiously.

“I’m sure of it,” said Kaliko. “And she should be. You turned her
friend into a pile of rubbish.”

The King was very upset now.

“Sweep him up and throw the rubbish into the black pit,” he
commanded; and then he stayed in his bedroom for days and saw no
one, because he was so ashamed of his anger and feared the results
ofhis actions.

Kaliko swept up the pieces, but he did not throw them into the
black pit. Being a smart mechanic he decided to fit the pieces
together again. It was very difficult, but Kaliko succeeded. When he
found a broken spring or wheel, he made anew one.
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»M¢lo by, fekl Kaliko, ktery pravé vchazel do mistnosti. ,,Bude
valka, az se to Ozma dozvi, a ptijdes o trin a kralovstvi.*

Kral Nomi se zacal bat, protoze v kralovstvi Nomt panoval rad
aneveédél by, co délat, kdyby mu Ozma uz panovat nedovolila.

»M-myslis$, ze se Ozma bude zlobit?* zeptal se izkostné.

»1im jsem si jisty,” fekl Kaliko. ,,A méla by. Udé¢lal jsi z jejiho
ptitele hromadku Srotu.*

Ted uz byl kral hodné znepokojeny.

»Smet ho a hod’ ten nepotadek do odpadni jamy,* porucil a pak
zustal ve své loznici celé dny a nikoho nepfijimal, protoze se tak
moc stydél za svlij hnév a bal se nasledkii svého Cinu.

Kaliko hromadku smetl, ale do ¢erné jamy ji nevyhodil. Byl
Sikovny mechanik a rozhodl se soucdstky znovu poskladat
dohromady. Bylo to velmi obtizné, ale Kaliko uspél. Kdyz nasel
ponicenou pruzinku nebo kolecko, udélal nové.
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After two weeks of working day and night, the Chief Steward
finished fixing Tiktok. He wound up the motion machinery, and
Tiktok walked around the room easily. Then Kaliko wound up"' the
thought and speech machinery and said to Tiktok:

“How do you feel now?”

“Fine,” said the Clockwork Man. “You have done a very good
job, Kaliko, and saved me from destruction. Thank you very much.”

“No problem,” replied the Chief Steward. “I enjoyed the work.”

At that moment there was a very loud noise from the King’s
bedroom and Kaliko ran to the room to see the King without closing
the door behind him.

“Kaliko,” said the King, “I’ve been in here a long time now and
feel very sorry for destroying Tiktok. I know Ozma will want to
punish me, and send an army to fight us. But remember this: Tiktok
was not a real person. He was only a machine man. So it wasn’t so
wrong that [ destroyed him. I couldn’t sleep for many nights because
I felt so terrible. But there is no difference between breaking a
machine man and breaking a wax doll. Don’t you think so?”’

“I don’tknow what to say, your Majesty,” said Kaliko.

“Then get me something to eat,” commanded the King,
“because I am very hungry. Two cooked goats, ten cakes and nine
pies. Then I will have dinner later in the evening.”

Kaliko quickly went into the kitchen, forgetting Tiktok, who
was walking around the kingdom. Suddenly the Nome King looked
up and saw the Clockwork Man standing beside him, and became
very scared.

“Go away!” he cried. “You’re not really here, you’re only a
ghost! Go back to the black pit and leave me!”

“Then beg my pardon,” said Tiktok in a low voice, for Kaliko
had forgotten to oil the speech machinery.
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Po dvou tydnech prace dnem i noci, dokoncil hlavni spravce
opravu Tikt'aka. Natahnul jeho strojek na chozeni a Tikt'ak chodil
po pokoji jak nic. Pak natdhl strojek na mysSleni a fe¢ a fekl
Tikt'akovi:

,Jak seted’ citiS?*

,Dobie,“ fekl Mechanicky Panacek. ,,Ud¢lal jsi velmi dobrou
praci, Kaliko, a zachranil mne pted zni¢enim. Moc ti dékuji.*

,»,Nemas zac,“ odpovédel hlavni spravcee. ,, Ta prace mne bavila.*

V tu chvili se ozval hlasity zvuk z kralovy loZnice a Kaliko vbehl
do pokoje za kralem, aniz by za sebou zaviel dvete.

»Kaliko,* fekl kral. ,,JJsem tu dlouho dobu a je mi lito, Ze jsem
zni€il Tiktaka. Vim, Ze mne bude chtit Ozma potrestat a poslat
armadu, aby s nami bojovala. Ale nezapomen: Tiktak nebyl
skutecny cloveék. Byl to jenom strojek. Takze to neni tak zI¢, Ze jsem
ho zni¢il. Mnoho noci jsem nemohl spat, protoZe jsem se citil tak
hrozné. Ale neni zZadny rozdil rozbit mechanického panaka a vos-
kovou panenku. Nemysli§?*

,.Nevim, cofict, Vase Veli¢enstvo, fekl Kaliko.

,» Tak mi aspon dones néco k jidlu,* porucil kral, ,,protoze mam
velky hlad. Dvé vafené kozy, deset dorti a devét kolact. Pozdéji
navecer pak povecefim.*

Kaliko $el rychle do kuchyné, zapomnél na Tiktaka, ktery se
prochazel po kralovstvi. Najednou kral Noml vzhlédl a uvidél
Mechanického Panacka Tiktaka, jak stoji vedle néj, a hrozné se
vydésil.

»Jdipry¢!” zakticel. ,,Ve skutecnosti tu nejsi, jsi jenom duch! Jdi
zpatky do ¢erné diry anech mé!”

,»Tak m¢ odpros, fekl Tikt'ak tichym hlasem, protoze Kaliko
zapomnél naolejovat jeho strojek na mluveni.

'9’
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When the Nome King heard this voice he yelled in fear and ran
out of the room. Tiktok followed him, so the King ran through the
corridors and bumped into Kaliko, who was returning with plates of
food. The dishes fell on the floor and the sound scared the King and
he yelled again and ran into a cave where a thousand Nomes were
working and hammering metal.

“Look out! Here comes an evil clockwork man!” screamed the
terrified King, and every Nome dropped his tools and rushed out
from the cave, knocking over their king and running over his body.
So, when Tiktok entered the cave, only the Nome King was there,
and he was rolling on the floor crying for mercy.

Tiktok approached him. “You are acting like a baby. [ am not a
phantom. A phantom is unreal, but [ amreal.”

The King slowly sat up and looked at the Clockwork Man.

“Didn’tI smash you to pieces?” he asked.

“Yes,” said Tiktok.

“Then you are nothing but a pile of rubbish, and this form in
which younow appear cannot be real.”

“Itis, though,” said Tiktok. “Kaliko picked up my pieces and put
me together again. [’m as good as new, and perhaps better.”
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Kdyz kral Nomut ten hlas uslysel, zaifval hriizou a vyb¢hl
z pokoje. Tikt'ak jej nasledoval, a tak kral bézel chodbami a vrazil
do Kalika, ktery se vracel s podnosy jidla. Talife spadly na zem
a zvuk krale vydésil a znovu zakfticel a vbéhl do jeskyné, kde tisice
Nomti pracovalo a tepalo kov.

»Pozor! Jde sem débelsky mechanicky clovek!™ kiicel
vydéseny kral a v§ichni Nomové upustili svoje nastroje a vybeéhli
ven z jeskyné, srazili krale a bézeli pres néj. Takze kdyz Tiktak
vstoupil do jeskyné, byl tam jen krdl Nom a kutélel se po podlaze
aprosil o slitovani.

Tikt'ak k nému pftisel. ,,Chovas se jako décko. Nejsem piizrak.
Ptizrak je neskute¢ny, ale j4 jsem skute¢ny.”

Kral se pomalu posadil a podival se na mechanického panacka.

,»Copak jsem té nerozbil na kousky?” zeptal se.

,,Ano,“fekl Tikt’ak.

,»Pak jsi tedy jen hromddka Srotu a tato podoba, ve které se ted’
zjevujes, nemuze byt skute¢na.”

»Aprece je,” fekl Tikt'ak. ,,Kaliko posbiral moje soucastky a dal
mne znovu dohromady. Jsem jako novy, mozna lep$i.”
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“That is true, your Majesty,” added Kaliko, who was entering
the cave, “and I hope you will forgive me for fixing Tiktok. He was
quite broken up, after you smashed him, and it was a hard job to
match his pieces, but [ did it,” he added proudly.

“You are forgiven,” announced the Nome King, standing up.
“I will raise your wages, and Tiktok shall return to the Land of Oz
loaded with jewels for the Princess Ozma.”

“That is all right,” said Tiktok. “But what I want to know is, why
you hit me with the statue?”

“Because I was angry,” said the King. “When I am angry
I always do something that I am sorry for afterward. But I have
promised myselfnever to do it again. Unless..."

“Unless what, your Majesty?” asked Kaliko.

“Unless" something annoys me,” said the Nome King. And then
he went to his room to get the jewels for Princess Ozma of Oz.
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,» 10 je pravda, Velicenstvo,” dodal Kaliko, ktery vstoupil do
jeskyné, ,,a doufam, ze mi odpustite, ze jsem Tikt'aka opravil. Byl
hodné poniceny, jak jste ho rozbil, a byla to té¢zkad prace dat ty
kousky dohromady, ale podatilo se mi to,” dodal hrdé.

»Je ti odpusténo,” prohlésil kral Nomt a vstal. ,,Zvednu ti plat
a Tiktak se vrati do zem& Oz obtézkany klenoty pro princeznu
Ozmu.”

,» VSak se nic nestalo,” fekl Tikt’ak. ,,Ale chci védet, pro€ jsimne
uhodil tou soskou?”’

»Protoze jsem byl rozzlobeny,” pfiznal kral. ,Kdyz jsem
rozzlobeny, vzdycky udélam néco, ceho potom lituji. Ale slibil jsem
si, ze uz to nikdy neudélam. Ledaze...”

,Ledaze co, Vase Velicenstvo?” zeptal se Kaliko.

»Ledaze mne néco nastve,” fekl kral Nomt. A pak Sel do své
loZnice pro klenoty pro princeznu ze zem¢ Oz.
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