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FAMOUS WOMEN

Hurrem - From a Slave to the Powerful Wife
of a Sultan

It was a warm ordinary midday in the late March of 1520 at Constantinople
port. But it wasn't to be so ordinary for a red haired girl, Alexandra, who was
brought there by an old tradesman who had bought her at the public slave
market in Kaffa. He sent her to the Topkapi palace as a gift in exchange for the
sultan’s goodwill.

She spent months as a servant in a harem where she learned languages,
danced, played musical instruments and picked up embroidery.

In September of the same year, the sultan died, and his son, Suleiman, came
from Manisa to rule the kingdom. It was a custom that harem concubines were
freed after the death of a sultan. They could go back to their families, get mar-
ried or go to the old palace; meanwhile, the harem is filled with new young
beauties ready to bear children for the new sultan.

In the first month of his rule, Suleiman received many women as a gift for
his harem and enjoyed their company. One evening his mother Valide, who was
now the most powerful woman in the harem, organized a special dinner for her
son and picked girls who would dance, play and sing for the young sultan. Alex-
andra was among them and because she was beautiful and talented she caught
his eye. Besides being trained well, she was witty, funny and spoke her mind.
Suleiman found it very fresh and intriguing, because all the other women were
too shy to speak with him openly, or share their opinion about anything. Sulei-
man and Alexandra fell in love and he gave her the new name Hurrem, meaning
the one who brings joy.

She became his favourite concubine which caused a lot of trouble and
heartache for Suleiman’s other women whom he had children with, mainly Ma-
hidevran Sultan. Mahidevran and Suleiman had a son Mustafa together and it
was expected that one day he would become the next sultan.

Mahidevran tried to poison Hurrem to get rid of her; she even attacked her
in the palace hall. Suleiman found out about the fight and sent Mahidevran to
live in another palace.
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SLAVNE ZENY

Hurrem - Z otrokyné mocnou manzelkou
sultana

Na pfistav v Konstantinopoli se usmivalo Uplné obycejné teplé bfeznové dopo-
ledne roku 1520. Pro jednu rusovlasku jménem Alexadra zas tak obycejné ne-
bylo. Pravé ji totiz pfivezl lodi obchodnik, ktery ji kratce pred tim koupil na trhu
s otroky v Kaffé. Aby si zajistil ptizer svého sultana, okamzité ji odeslal do palace
v Topkapi.

Mésice stravila jako sluzka v harému, kde se mezitim ucila cizi jazyky, uméni
tance a hrani na hudebni néstroj, a dokonce zvladala i vysivani.

V zafi, jesté ten samy rok, stary sultdn zemfrel a ndstupcem se stal jeho syn
Sulejman, ktery se okamzité premistil zManisy do hlavniho mésta, aby prevzal vla-
du. V paldci panoval zvyk, Ze se harém po smrti sultdna vzdy rozpustil. Nékteré
bezdétné konkubiny se mohly vratit ke svym rodinam se stédrou vysluzkou, jiné
se na své prani vdaly za vysoce postavené ¢leny vlady a ostatni se premistily do
starého paldce, kde v pfepychu dozivaly. Pro nového sultédna se pfivezly plodné
mladé krasky z celého svéta.

V prvnich mésicich vlady dostal Sulejman darem spousty nddhernych divek,
které mu nadsené délaly spole¢nost. Jednou vecer jeho matka, kterd se honosila
titulem nejdalezitéjsi Zeny harému Valide, zorganizovala velkolepou vecefi pro
svého syna a vybrala si nékolik talentovanych konkubin, aby mladému sultanovi
zatancily a zapivaly. Alexandra byla mezi nimi. Svou krdsou Sulejmana upoutala.
Kromé perfektniho harémového vzdélani, byla navic vtipna a chytra a necinilo
ji problém vyjadfit svQj nazor. Pro sultana to bylo néco nového, svéziho, co ho
velmi fascinovalo. Byl totiz zvykly na velice podfizené chovani. Sulejman se do
Alexandry zamiloval a ona jeho lasku opétovala. Dal ji jméno Hurrem, coz zna-
menalo,Radostna”.

Stala je jeho oblibenkyni a to trapilo ostatni sultdnovy Zeny a nejvice Ma-
hidevran Sultan. Ta méla se Sulejmanem syna Mustafu, ktery byl podle zvyku
korunnim princem a dédicem trdnu.

Mahidevran se pokusila Hurrem otravit, aby se ji zbavila, dokonce ji i v pala-

covych chodbach napadla. Sulejman se o viem dozvédél, a tak se rozhodl poslat
Mahidevran do jiného palace.
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Hurrem gave Suleiman four sons and one daughter, something which was
unheard of because the common custom of the harem allowed only one son per
mother, to eliminate her power.

Suleiman loved his Hurrem his whole life and on this account he refused to
see other women in the harem. She loved him back and respected him. After
some years, he freed her and married her in an official ceremony by which she
became his legal wife. With this act he broke the three hundred year old unwrit-
ten law forbidding sultans to marry.




Hurrem dala Sulejmanovi ¢tyfi syny a dévce, coz bylo v té dobé néco neuvé-
fitelného, protoze zazitym zvykem harému byl jeden syn na jednu matku, aby se
zamezilo jejich pfilisSné moci.

Sulejman svou Hurrem miloval a z toho dlivodu se odmital stykat s dalSimi
zenami z harému. Ona ho i za to milovala stejnou mérou. Po nékolika letech
spole¢ného Zivota ji vyvazal z otroctvi a pojal za manzelku. Timto neuvéfitelnym

gestem porusil zakaz, ktery trval tfi sta let.




FAMOUS WOMEN

Hurrem knew that the only thing that would keep her and her children
alive would be having ultimate power, removing her enemies and securing her
sons’ future. To win the love of people and perhaps ease her soul, she spent her
wealth on building schools and hammams (Turkish bathhouses) for the poor
and also did a lot of charity work.

Many historians say that she was cruel, manipulative and played a vital part
in the death of Suleiman’s first son Mustafa and his best friend and grand vizier
Ibrahim Pasha. Others said that she was a witch who had magical power over
the sultan.

But the question is, rather: what would you do if you were kidnapped, beat-
en, sold to a harem and had only two choices: one, spending your life serving
women in the harem, become the toy in their hands, be pushed into playing
a part in the harem’s schemes for power with no control over your life and pos-
sibly die very soon because of it; or two, trying to be as powerful as you can be
and do everything possible to keep that power?

Hurem and poison

When Hurrem became a favourite of Suleiman, she immediately realized that her life
would be in danger from that moment on. And the easiest way to get rid of the ene-
my was to poison them. So she drank 3 drops of poison every morning for the rest of
her life. That way she became immune.



SLAVNE ZENY

Hurrem védéla, Ze jedinou moznosti, jak s détmi prezit, bylo upevnit svou
moc, zbavit se nepfatel a zajistit syndm ndstupnictvi. Aby si ziskala lasku lidu
a moznd i ulehcila své dusi, vyuZila svého bohatstvi a nechala postavit skoly,
hammamy (turecké 1dzné) pro chudinu a také se podilela na mnoha dalsich cha-
ritativnich aktivitach.

Historici o ni pisi jako o velmi kruté zené, kterd sméle vladcem manipulovala,
a navic se velkou mérou pficinila na smrti prvniho Sulejmanova syna Mustafy
a velkovezira Ibrahima Pasi. Jini fikaji, ze byla ¢arodéjnice, kterd svou magickou
silou vladce ovladala.

At uz to bylo jakkoliv, otdzkou zlstévd, co bychom na jejim misté délali my,
kdyby nds unesli, bili, prodali do harému a zbyvaly by ndm pouze dvé moznosti,
bud' stravit svij Zivot posluhovanim Zendam v harému, stat se jejich hrackami,
byt donuceni Ucastnit se intrik a s nejvétsi pravdépodobnosti i diky tomu brzy
zemfit, nebo pracovat na ziskani co nejvétsi moci a délat vse proto, abychom si
ji udrzeli co nejdéle?

TRUE OR FALSE

» Alexandra was born in the Topkapi Palace.

» Hurrem and Mahidevran were friends.

» Suleiman did not marry Hurrem because of the tradition.

» Historians say that Hurrem was cruel and had magical powers.

» Charity work helped Hurrem to win the love of the Turkish people.



